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1. Introduction to REWIRE and the Funding Call

REWIRE is an £11m Innovation and Knowledge Centre (IKC) funded by UKRI, focused on
developing pioneering power semiconductor technologies and new electronic power devices
to accelerate the UK’s net zero ambitions. REWIRE goals are to:

e Advance cutting edge WBG/UWBG power semiconductor research

e Accelerate commercial impact from WBG/UWBG power semiconductor research

e Form long lasting networks between industry and academic institutions

e Promote EDI best practices to create an inclusive and diverse innovation ecosystem

REWIRE works closely with industry to drive collaborative research projects and accelerate
technology transfer from academia to industry.

This funding call aims to support ground-breaking research and proof-of-concept projects
that advance understanding and capability in WBG/UWBG semiconductor devices and
packaging, with the ultimate ambition of progressing technologies towards
commercialisation. In this round, we are inviting applications for Early Career Researcher
(ECR) led projects of up to £50,000. As well as supporting technological innovation, this call is
designed to help develop the next generation of researchers in the field and to build strong,
productive links between academia and industry.
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2. Application Guidance

Eligibility

ECRs employed by UK academic organisations are eligible to submit an application.
For the purpose of this call, we are defining an ECR as a postdoctoral researcher on a
fixed term or project-funded contract and who has not previously led a research
project with a value greater than £100,000 as Project Lead.

Applicants with non-standard career paths or equivalent research experience, or
those who are unsure as to whether they are eligible, are encouraged to contact
REWIRE in advance to clarify their eligibility.

ECRs at the Universities of Bristol, Cambridge and Warwick are eligible to apply for
funding including those currently supported through other REWIRE activities,
provided the proposed project represents new work and does not duplicate existing
REWIRE activity.

Funding may be awarded across two or more academic organisations where
appropriate. However, given the scale and duration of these awards applicants must
clearly justify the need for multi-institution working and demonstrate that the
proposed partnership represents good value for money and is necessary for the
successful delivery of the project.

Applications must be supported by a senior academic at the applicant’s institution,
who will oversee the project and provide appropriate mentorship to the ECR.
Applications must also be approved by the applicant’s Head of Department, or an
equivalent authorised institutional signatory, prior to submission.

Projects:

<

Projects should represent novel research or proof-of-concept research that advances
knowledge and capability in WBG/UWBG technologies for power semiconductor
applications. Projects should be appropriately scoped for an ECR-led award and be
achievable within the proposed timeline and budget.

The project should consider the industrial relevance and future commercial
applications of the proposed work. Applicants should include appropriate activities
and associated costs within the project plan and budget to explore industrial interest,
routes to industrialisation, and potential next steps towards translation or
commercialisation. These activities could include engagement and visits with relevant
companies or end users, market or application scoping, attendance at industry-facing
events, or partnership development activities. This is intended to strengthen the
translational potential of the research and support ECRs in developing industry
awareness, networks and future academic—industry relationships.
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e To align with REWIRE’s research priorities projects must focus on WBG/UWBG
semiconductor research for power applications. Projects may address any aspect of
WBG/UWBG technology for power semiconductor applications, from materials and
devices through to the development of modules incorporating WBG/UWBG devices.
However, projects focused solely on module optimisation are not eligible.

Project Duration

Projects are expected to last 3—6 months. Projects of up to 12 months may be considered in
exceptional circumstances, where the longer duration is clearly justified in the application.
Applicants should be aware that projects lasting more than 6 months may affect their
eligibility for future ECR-targeted funding opportunities, depending on the eligibility criteria
of those schemes.

Funding

The maximum project value is £50,000 (100% FEC), with most projects expected to fall within
the £25,000 to £50,000 range. A maximum of 30% of the project budget can be spent on
salary costs. Projects will be funded at the standard EPSRC 80% FEC rate. Funding will be
released in two tranches: 50% of the project cost at the outset, and the remaining 50% upon
receipt of a satisfactory final report. Please refer to the Costings Excel file for more
information and examples of eligible costs.

Eligible costs

The funding can cover:

e Directly incurred (DI) costs and directly allocated (DA) staff costs. Total salary costs
must not exceed 30% of the total project budget.

e Applicants are encouraged to minimise estates and indirect costs wherever possible
to maximise resources available for project delivery.

e Costs associated with senior academic mentoring are eligible but must not exceed
2.5% of the total project budget. Salary costs for academic mentors will contribute to
the overall 30% salary cap.

e Travel and subsistence.

e Consumables.

e Equipment costs of less than £10,000. Equipment costs equal or greater than £10,000
are not eligible.

See costs form and EPSRC DI and DA guidance for further information.
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Project leads are required to submit a costing form as part of the application (see Costings
Excel file) and a full financial account at the end of the project.

Timelines:

e Submissions open: 1t September 2026

e Webinar: 3™ September 2026

e Submission deadline: 3@ November 2026

e Outcome notification: 30™" January 2027

e Project to start within three months of receipt of the award letter.

Further information

e There will be a webinar with information about the call and a chance to ask questions —
please register here: REWIRE Open Call for Power Semiconductor Innovation — ECR Round
1 Webinar

e Ensureyou are signed up to the REWIRE newsletter for more information on this call and

future funding opportunities.

e Successful applicants will be expected to have regular communication with REWIRE,
including a kick-off meeting, quarterly update reports and an end of project report (3-4
pages, including a public facing summary). Full details of this will be provided to and
agreed with successful applicants.

3. Application Requirements

Applications must be submitted as PDF with font not smaller than single-spaced Arial 11 font
or similar-sized sans serif typeface with 2 cm margins.

e Cover page — 1 page
e Project title
e List of the partners for the project, their affiliations, contact details and their
role in the project.
e Details of the people at each organisation who are authorised to sign the offer
letter and will be the key contact for contracts etc.
e Main Proposal — max. 3 pages
e Vision —What do you want to do, and why is it important? Please keep in mind
the aims of this call when writing this section.
e Approach — How are you going to deliver the project? Please include
methodology and key risks and mitigation.
e Alignment — How will the project drive the goals of REWIRE and benefit the UK
semiconductor industry?
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e Delivery — Why is the team you have put together the right one to successfully
deliver the proposed work? Please highlight team capabilities and roles.

e Value — How does the proposed budget represent good value for money?
Please explain why the resources requested are proportionate, and how cash
or in-kind contributions from industry partners add value to the project.

e Trusted Research and Responsible Research Innovation (RRI) — please consider
if the project has potential trusted research and/or RRI aspects and how they

will be addressed.

e Impact and industry engagement — What is the long-term impact of the project
and what is the plan for continuation of the work? Please describe how you
will explore potential end-user or industry interest, and identify possible
routes towards further funding, translation and commercialisation.

e References - You should use your discretion when including references and
prioritise those most pertinent to the application. Hyperlinks can be used in
reference information.

e Supporting Documents:
e Project Plan —Gantt Chart Excel file
e Provide a Project plan in the form of a Gantt Chart using the template
in the Excel file or as a PDF made using your preferred software

e Costings —Costings Excel file

e Provide a completed copy of the costing form with the costs for the
project.

e Senior academic support statement — brief statement/letter from the named
senior academic sponsor confirming that they will oversee the project and
support the ECR.

e EDI monitoring form
e Please complete the equality, diversity and inclusion form (link), see Section

5 for more information.

Contact details

Applications should be submitted to the REWIRE flexible funding mailbox (rewire-
ff@bristol.ac.uk).
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4. Assessment

How Applications will be Assessed

Left: Schematic showing the procedure for
Application approval of flexible funding projects

AV4

Director and Innovation
Director screening

Applications will initially be screened for eligibility and suitability

‘U’ for this call by REWIRE's Director and Innovation Director.
Assessment panel The applications which pass the initial screening will be
@ submitted to a panel who will consider the applications against
the assessment criteria (see below). The scoring will then be
Steering Committee reviewed by assessment panel and the final decision reviewed
@ by the REWIRE Steering Board.

Applicantinformed of
outcome

Assessment Criteria

All projects will be assessed against the criteria below:

e Innovation and originality — 30%

e The extent to which the project represents novel, high-quality research or proof-of-
concept activity.

® The originality of the idea and its potential to advance understanding or capability in
WBG/UWBG technologies for power semiconductor applications.

e Strategic relevance to REWIRE — 20%
e The proposal alignment with REWIRE’s goals and research priorities.
e The fit with the specific aims of this ECR call, including support for early career
development and academic—industry engagement.
e Applicant/team capability and project partners — 15%
e The suitability of the applicant and any other members of the project team to
deliver the proposed work.
e The extent to which the team has the appropriate expertise, facilities and
support to meet the goals of the project.
e Where project partners or industry collaborators are included, the extent to
which they are appropriate, meaningful and clearly integrated into the project.
e Feasibility and methodology — 20%
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e Feasible project goals and outcomes, with a clear methodology.
e Industrial and societal impact — 15%

e Ensure that there is a clear plan to deliver impact from the project, including
potential outputs, next stages for the project such as access to other sources
of funding to continue the work.

e Detail how impact will be measured.

5. Equality, Diversity and Inclusion

REWIRE fully supports the UKRI principles for promoting and support equality, diversity and
inclusion (EDI), please see the UKRI guidance for more information. The named EDI lead is
Prof. Rachel Oliver, REWIRE EDI Director.

Applicants are asked to fill in a form which includes questions about equality, diversity, and
inclusivity (EDI). The information will not be used in the approval of the application. It will be
used to determine the diversity participants we are reaching and inform how we can improve
participation among underrepresented groups in future calls. The form will not be accessible
to any of the referees of submissions.

EDI Bursary

There is a fund of up to £500/project available to aid participants with additional needs. This
is additional to the maximum project funding. For example, funding can be used for travel
and subsistence costs related to accessibility or to support care for dependents. Successful
applicants requiring assistance should send the form in the Appendix directly to the REWIRE
EDI director, Prof. Rachel Oliver, rao28@cam.ac.uk. After review, limited information will be
provided by the EDI director to allow the funding to be provided.

6. Data Protection Regulations

Applicants, including partners and collaborators, consent to the University of Bristol and UKRI
(or any agent thereof) processing personal data relating to them for the purposes of assessing,
awarding, and managing the scheme, and to ensure compliance with any applicable laws,
regulations, and procedures. Copies of project proposals will be made available to the REWIRE
Panel and Steering Board, who will use information provided in the application for processing
the proposal, the award of funding, and for the payment, maintenance, and review of the
project funds. See the University of Bristol’s Privacy Policy.

Applicants, including partners and collaborators, agree to abide at all times by the provisions
of the UK General Data Protection Regulation, Data Protection Act 2018 in relation to any
processing by them of the personal data of others.
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As funding comes from the UKRI, to meet the Research Councils’ obligations for public
accountability and the dissemination of information, details of funding may also be made
available on the Research Councils’ websites and other publicly available databases, and in
reports, documents and mailing lists.

The Data Controller — The University of Bristol is the Data Controller and is committed to
protecting the rights of individuals in line with Data Protection legislation. University of
Bristol’s Data Protection Officer can be contacted via email at: data-protection@bristol.ac.uk
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Appendix

Additional Assistance

Name and Project Title

Amount of funding required

Brief description of additional funding requirement and justification
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